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hearts from corruption and vanity, become, in desires and affections,
citizens of heaven. The pilgrim soul sees herself a stranger here on
earth and discovers nothing in this desert place of her banishment but
an abyss of vanity and subjects of compunction, grief, and fears. On
the other side, looking up to God, she contemplates the magnificence and
splendour of his kingdom, which will have no end; its peace, security,
sanctity without stain, delights without sorrow, unchangeable and in-
comprehensible joys; and she cries out in a holy transport, " O joy
surpassing all joys, and without which there is no true joy, when shall
I possess you? 0, sovereign good, discover to me some ray of thy beauty
and of thy glory; may my heart be set on flame by thy love, and my
soul languish and waste with desire to be united to thee, to behold thee
face to face, to sing thy praises night and day, to drink of the plenty of
thy house, and of the torrent of thy delights, to be for ever confirmed in
thy love, and in some measure transformed into thee! " Such a soul
seeks to hide herself from the eyes of men, to live unknown to the world;
and, in retirement and repose, to apply herself to prayer, all her thoughts
being taken up in contemplating the glorious things which are said of
the blessed city of her God. All worldly enjoyments and distractions are
insupportable to her, and she finds no comfort in this place of banishment
but in singing the praises of her God, in adoring and doing always his
will, and in the sweet sighs and tears with which she seeks him and begs
him to reign perfectly in her affections by his grace and love, and to draw
her speedily to himself out of this Babylon, in which every object increases
her affliction and inflames her desire, seeming to say to her, " Where
is thy God?"

The following feasts are celebrated on May i:

ST Acius and ST ACHEOLUS, martyrs of Amiens: ST ANDEOLUS, martyr, a disciple of St
Polycarp : ST ASAPH, Bishop, a disciple of St Kentigern whose life he -wrote as well as several
canons on ordinances of the Church : ST BRIEUC, Bishop: ST JAMES THE LESS, the best known
of all the apostles, son of Zebedee and a kinsman of our Lord. His Feast is always kept with
that of ST PHILIP, Apostle: ST MARCOU or MARCULFUS, 1558, Abbot, famous for miracles,
especially for curing the disease known as " the king's evil": BLESSED RICHARD REYNOLDS,
Bridgettine, martyr : ST SIGISMUND, king and martyr; son of an Ariaa king, he came into the
true fold through the teaching of St Avitus, Bishop of Vienne; he was drowned after he had
reigned King of Burgundy for one year.

MAY 2

ST ATHANASIUS, PATRIARCH OF ALEXANDRIA,
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

(A-D. 373)

[From his works, and the fathers and historians of that age. See bis life by Heraant, who first
cleared up the intricate history of Arianism. See also TiUemont, Ceillier, Orsi, the Benedictm
editors of this father, and Combefis, Bibl. Concionat p, 500 ad 530.]

ST GREGORY NAZIANZEN begins with these words his panegyric of this
glorious saint and champion of the faith:1  " When I praise Athanasius,

1 Or. 21.